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BIG NEWS AND SCIENCE NEWS

YOUNG people from across the world took part in the second 

#schoolstrikeforclimate protests last Friday (24 May).

Students and young people took 

to the streets in their own countries 

demanding world governments and 

businesses treat the effects of climate 

change as an emergency.

Organisers of the world strike have 

said that around 1.5 million people took 

action in around 125 countries.

The school strikes were inspired 

by Greta Thunberg, a young Swedish 

student and activist, who got the 

attention of the world after protesting 

outside her country’s parliament last 

summer.
The first global school strike for 

climate action took place in March when 

more than a million students walked out 

of lessons and protested in countries 

across the world.

Friday’s world strikes began in 

Australia and New Zealand and soon 

spread around the world to 1,664 cities  

as more and more countries woke up. 

In the UK, more than 125 protests 

took place from Cornwall to Scotland. 

The largest strike was in London where 

around 10,000 young people marched 

on the Department for Education under 

the banner “Teach the Future” before 

moving to Parliament Square and to 

10 Downing Street, where the prime 

minister lives and works.

Large demonstrations also took place 

in Edinburgh, Cambridge and Bristol, 

where students staged a protest against 

their city’s airport expansion.

In Cambridge, 2,000 schoolchildren 

took to the streets in protest. 

Arthur, 12, from The Perse School 

Cambridge said: “It’s great that a 

climate emergency has been declared 

by Parliament, but I still don’t think it’s 

enough. The Government has been 

focusing too much on Brexit and they’ve 

been ignoring the real crisis that is 

affecting the whole world.”

On the same day as the protest, the 

Labour Party announced plans to review 

the curriculum to make sure all kids are 

taught about climate change in school 

by law.

KIDS CONTINUE 

GLOBAL STRIKES
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THE Government has announced 

a new £10 million scheme to 

plant 130,000 trees in towns  

and cities across England.

The plan aims to help combat global 

warming and it forms part of the 

Government’s objective to plant one 

million trees by 2022.

Individuals, local authorities, 

and charities will be encouraged to 

participate in the scheme. 

Last year, the Government 

appointed a “Tree Champion”, Sir 

William Worsley, whose job is to  

drive tree planting and prevent the 

unnecessary felling of street trees.  

He said that trees must be “rooted  

not only in our countryside, but in  

our towns and cities too”.

Trees provide shade, absorb noise, 

reduce flood risk and provide green 

spaces. They also play an important 

role in naturally absorbing carbon 

dioxide that would otherwise be 

trapped in the atmosphere and 

therefore increase global warming.

The environment secretary, Michael 

Gove, said: “We need trees lining 

our streets, not only to green and 

shade them, but to ensure we remain 

connected to the wonders of the 

natural world.”
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BIG NEWS

News of the fire spread across the world last week, with video 

footage playing live on TV news programmes as the fire raged.

Thousands gathered outside the cathedral that night to pray 

and sing hymns. 

Emma Morgan, ten, from Notre-Dame school in Surrey, told 

First News: “I was watching the news and when it said Notre-

Dame, I had to keep watching the cathedral on fire, because 

it’s the same name as our school. Our Notre-Dame school was 

founded in 1937 by nuns from the Company of Our Lady Mary. 

And that’s why it’s called Notre Dame, because it means ‘Our 

Lady’ in French.

“Our senior school sang in the Notre-Dame cathedral in 

Paris a couple of years ago, so it has been a real shock to 

everyone here.”

Firefighters used drones to see how the fire was spreading 

across the cathedral and to help them find the best positions to 

aim fire hoses. 

After hours and hours of firefighting, the world breathed a 

sigh of relief as firefighters managed to put out the fire, saving 

the main structure – including the two bell towers – as well as 

priceless treasures and relics within the cathedral. Sadly, the 

spire and roof of the world-famous medieval cathedral could not 

be saved and were destroyed in the blaze. 

Firefighters are being praised for their efforts, because French 

authorities said Notre-Dame was “15 to 30 minutes” away from 

being completely destroyed. 

The cause of the fire has not yet been confirmed, but 

it is believed to be an accident linked to building work at 

the cathedral.   

French president Emmanuel Macron says he wants to see the 

damaged parts of the cathedral rebuilt within five years – and 

a speedy restoration is looking promising! Various companies, 

millionaires and billionaires have already pledged hundreds of 

millions of pounds to help restore the cathedral.  

In 2015, an exact digital replica of the building was captured 

by an architect called Andrew Tallon, who used lasers to map the 

entire structure, inside and out. Experts have said that Tallon’s 

digital scans will be very useful in the restoration process. 

According to the cathedral’s rector, Notre-Dame “will be 

closed for five to six years” as it recovers from the fire.

HUNDREDS of firefighters managed to save Notre-Dame cathedral – one of Paris’ most famous buildings – 

from total destruction, following a devastating fire last week.NOTRE-DAME SAVED
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Notre-Dame's rose window 

survived the fire

One of Andrew 

Tallon's digital 

laser scans

An
dr

ew
 T

al
lo

n

G
ett

y

Bell Towers Spire

Roof

G
ett

y

First News  
is the UK’s  

only newspaper 
published for  
young people


