5 Peer Assessment
Activities for a
New Era of Education

Contents
INTRODUCTION
Unlocking new activities to engage students

1

Activity 1:
Research Proposal with Prof. Golliher

3

Activity 2:
Group-Based Experiment Design with Prof. Wisco

5

Activity 3:
Chapter Questions & Case Analysis with Prof. Hoyt

7

Activity 4:
Math Problems with Prof. Speissegger

9

Activity 5:
Creative Self-Portraits with Prof. Jones

11

INTRODUCTION

Unlocking
new activities to
engage students
There are many new tech and tools at the disposal of today’s educators, but there is
no replacing the creativity and innovation that goes into designing course
activities that evoke critical thinking, and that provide meaningful opportunities to
develop students’ real-world skills to set them up for success in school and beyond.
Peer learning is an effective way to enhance learning and increase engagement and
student interactions in in-person and online learning environments.
Wondering what type of activities work well with peer learning and peer
assessment?
At Kritik, professors across a range of disciplines and departments incorporate peer
assessment. This includes group-based learning with inter group and intra group
activities and individual activities with single topic and multi-topic. Use cases include
everything from research proposals, essays, presentations, reflection questions, case
studies, lab reports, creative stories, summaries and reviews.
All assignments can be adjusted to incorporate peer learning to make an activity or
assignment more meaningful and interactive for students.
Kritik has fully customizable rubric templates, activity examples and a structure that
makes replicating and adjusting similar activities a seamless process. With the help of
technology, innovating teaching and learning practices does not have to be an additional burden to an already busy workload. By involving students in the evaluation
process and empowering them to provide feedback to their peers, it can reduce the
instructor’s grading burden while enhancing the overall learning experience.
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Research Projects and Essays: break the assignment down into multiple parts to
scaffold learning and ensure students receive feedback after each stage.
Reflection Writing: Have students evaluate their peers’ work after each activity to
make the activities more meaningful and to ensure they receive timely feedback to
improve their work moving forward.
Problem Sets and Content Comprehension Questions: It can be challenging to
motivate students to do their best work on smaller stakes assignments.
Incorporating peer learning instills deeper learning into these assignments and
relieves the professor from a heavy grading load, so they can focus on providing
support that enhances, extends or corrects learning.
Creative Activities: Peer learning with creative activities? Yes! By
providing a safe space for students to provide and
receive anonymous feedback with their peers,
professors can bring students together in online or
in-person learning environments.

And much more...

of students agree or strongly
agree Kritik helped them learn
the materials better.

<4%

of students are motivated to
succeed in evaluation
activities.

of students dispute grades.
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INDIVIDUAL | WRITING

Research Proposal

Prof. Lyzzie Golliher
Department of English
Old Dominion University

“

Kritik has allowed the peer
review process to transform
beyond a simple worksheet - it’s a
conversation now, one which encourages
students to read and respond to one
another in ways traditional peer review has
never permitted.

The following activity details are condensed based on what Prof. Golliher shared with her class

Objective:
The objective is for students to complete a research paper step-by-step, gaining
feedback throughout the process.
Instructions:
Complete a 1-2 page outline demonstrating a plan to execute your research proposal. Your
outline should include your basic argumentative premise, any sources of bias that might
influence your ability to impartially report on your topic, and the sub-topics you plan on
researching as you move forward with your essay.
Refer to the rubric to ensure you are meeting the criteria. Submit your paper *without your
name* on Kritik to maintain anonymity.
Scaffold learning by breaking up larger assignments into
multiple parts.
In this case, Prof. Golliher had students draft and submit a research
proposal and annotated bibliography as separate activities before
submitting the final argumentative research paper.
Scaffolding ensures students receive the guidance and feedback they
need and can gain inspiration from seeing and evaluating their peers’
work.
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INDIVIDUAL | WRITING

Research Proposal Rubric

Model strong work with spotlight

Use the spotlight feature in Kritik to
highlight strong work and student evaluations.
Read More...
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GROUP | RESEARCH

Experiment Design

“

Teams of students had to solve
the impacts on the
community and in this case it was a
business proposal for increasing training
and the efficacy of those training which is a
huge problem in the business world.

Prof. Jonathan Wisco
Anatomy and Neurobiology
Boston University

The following activity details are condensed based on what Prof. Wisco shared with his class

Objective:
Critique the relevant literature, and develop an experimental design that tests a
hypothesis on the effectiveness of methods to improve teaching and learning.
Instructions:
Each team will submit a proposed Next Experiment on Kritik. Template and grading rubric
will be provided.
1. What will be the overall impact of the work to the community?
2. How will the work address an important problem or a critical barrier to progress in the
field?
3. How will the work challenge and seek to shift current research or clinical practice
paradigms by utilizing novel theoretical concepts, approaches or methodologies,
instrumentation, or interventions?
4. To the best of your ability, determine to what extent will the overall strategy,
methodology, and analyses be well-reasoned and appropriate?

Use Kritik to divide your class into evenly distributed groups
and challenge students to work together to solve a problem.
This real-world learning can be used across all diciplines
and class types.
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GROUP | RESEARCH

Experiment Design Rubric

“

Student Feedback on Kritik:

I love Kritik because it allowed me to
connect with my classmates and pushed
me to be a better writer and it gave me
direct feedback that will help me in future
writings.
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INDIVIDUAL | CHAPTER QUESTIONS

Case Analysis

Prof. Brian Hoyt
College of Business
Ohio University

“

[My students] appreciated
learning by observing others
because it gave them the tools, the
rubric and the opportunity to provide
peer-to-peer evaluations. The grading was
anonymous but structured in a way that
was helpful.

The following activity details are condensed based on what Prof. Hoyt shared with his class

Objective:
1. Students will be able to explain the decision making model
2. Student will be able to explain the 5 conflict management styles
3. Students will be able to explain the relationship between CDT, conflict management,
and stress management
4. Students will be able to examine the connection between leadership traits and the
D-M and CDT models
Instructions:
1. Read the 2017 meta-analysis research article on CDT that is posted on Bb
2. Review the Define, Explain, Apply approach document
3. Respond to the questions at the end of the article using details from the article
4. Respond to the questions (in red) with full/complete responses drawing from the text,
available notes, research article, recorded lecture on selection or research articles m
posted on Bb or from OU’s library article databases

Manage disputes efficiently

Kritik uses a dispute management feature for
students to articulate any concerns and to allow
the professor to easily address questions.
Less than 4% of students dispute their grade.
Read More...
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INDIVIDUAL | CHAPTER QUESTIONS

Case Analysis Rubric
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INDIVIDUAL | PROVE OR DISPROVE

Uniform Continuity

“

The highest performing firstyear students went on to
become the highest performing
fourth-year students. Without Kritik,
those students’ talents would not have
been uncovered.

Prof. Patrick Speissegger
Department of Mathematics
McMaster University

The following activity details are condensed based on what Prof. Speissegger shared with his class

Objective:
Prove or disprove: the function f defined on the interval (1,2] by f(x) = (x^2 - 1)/(x-1) is
uniformly continuous.
Instructions:
If you decided that the function f is uniformly continuous, give a proof; you may use any
result to do so.
If, on the other hand, you decided that f is not uniformly continuous, give a proof by
showing that, for any fixed epsilon > 0, the delta(epsilon,x) can get arbitrarily small.

Apply peer review to lower stakes assignments, so that students
are required to articulate their understanding of course
concepts and apply that to their peers’ work.
This enables a deeper understanding of course material, and
makes every activity meaningful and engaging for students.
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INDIVIDUAL | PROVE OR DISPROVE

Uniform Continuity Rubric
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INDIVIDUAL | CREATIVE

Quick Self Portraits

Prof. Michael Jones

“

Communication, Culture and IT
Sheridan College

[Kritik] promotes the sense of
storytelling and also discovery
and creation. I end up learning a lot
from other students because we have
a very multi-national student body. It’s a
totally different world and students bring
those kinds of experiences into the
classroom.

The following activity details are condensed based on what Prof. Jones shared with his class

Objective:
Build your own style and identity through the Ivan Brunetti character model.

Instructions:
Using Ivan Brunetti’s character model, draw a self-portrait in a neutral context. This sketch
is supposed to be quick - take 3-4 minutes.
You will be given four specific contexts weekly to draw this same character in. Each week,
you will refine your character and see how they react to new, often weird situations. Each
one of these four caricatures will take 3-4 minutes. Do them in a single page divided into
quarters.
Look at your work and come up with a new name for this “new you”.

Calibrate evaluations to students’
individual abilities

Quickly and accurately figure out where each
student is at, and monitor progress throughout
the semester with calibration in Kritik.
Read More...
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INDIVIDUAL | CREATIVE

Quick Self Portraits Rubric

“

Student Feedback on Kritik:

I think the Kritik assignments not only
enhanced my own learning by letting me
teach others about the material but also
helped me learn the material by having
others teach me.

Kritik.io | 12
Register for a workshop

Schedule a demo

Access other resources

Transforming Students into
Critical Thinkers
Kritik is the #1 peer learning platform to engage students, increase
student interactions and reduce educators’ grading burden.

Get Started Today
Attend a 1:1 personalized session
where we answer your questions
and show you use cases from
professors in similar diciplines.

Kritik.io/demo
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