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RESULTS INTERPRETATION2
What is the Bio-Rad SARS-CoV-2 ddPCR test?
The test is designed to detect the virus that causes COVID-19 in respiratory specimens, for example
nasal, oral, saliva or sputum samples. These include nasopharyngeal (NP), bronchoalveolar lavage
(BAL), saliva, sputum, at home nasal swabs, anterior nasal, mid-turbinate and oropharyngeal (OP).
What does it mean if I have a positive test result?
If you have a positive test result, it is very likely that you have COVID-19. Therefore, it is also likely that
you may be placed in isolation to avoid spreading the virus to others. There is a very small chance that
this test can give a positive result that is wrong (a false positive result). Your healthcare provider will
work with you to determine how best to care for you based on the test results along with medical
history, and your symptoms.
What does it mean if I have a negative test result?
A negative test result means that the virus that causes COVID-19 was not found in your sample. For
COVID-19, a negative test result for a sample collected while a person has symptoms usually means
that COVID-19 did not cause your recent illness.
However, it is possible for this test to give a negative result that is incorrect (false negative) in some
people with COVID-19. This means that you could possibly still have COVID-19 even though the test is
negative. If this is the case, your healthcare provider will consider the test result together with your
symptoms, possible exposures, and geographical location of places you have recently traveled in
deciding how to care for you.
It is important that you work with your healthcare provider to help you understand the next steps you
should take.
1 The Bio-Rad SARS-CoV-2 ddPCR test was authorized by FDA on May 1, 2020 under the Emergency Use Authorization (EUA)
during a public health emergency. FDA’s independent review of this validation is pending.
2 Bio-Rad SARS-CoV-2 ddPCR™ Test Fact Sheet for Recipients.
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