L’Enfant and Urban Design
Washington, D.C.

Introduction and Instructions

How did a French painter come to be the designer of
Washington, D.C.? Discover the life and story of Pierre
Charles L’Enfant and his lasting influence on our nation’s
capital. In addition to any prior knowledge you may have,
use your research skills and the resources provided here to
answer the questions below.

Learn about L’Enfant and his vision for the new capital.
READ: http://www.smithsonianmag.com/arts-culture/a-brief-history-of-pierre-lenfant-and-washington-dc-39487784/

1. What is L’Enfant’s importance to Washington D.C.?

2. What was L’Enfant’s vision for the capital of our young nation?

3. What was to be the center of the city?
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4. Why did L’Enfant resign?

Did you know Washington, D.C., was not the first capital? Learn which other cities served this role first.
WATCH: http://www.history.com/topics/us-states/washington-dc/videos/ask-history-first-us-capital

5. What was the first capital of the United States? How many capitals have there been in the country’s history?

Wondering how Washington, D.C., got its shape? Watch this video to find out more!
WATCH:http://www.history.com/topics/us-states/washington-dc/videos/how-washington-dc-got-its-shape

6. Why is the District of Columbia not the perfect diamond shape that Washington envisioned?
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WHAT DO YOU THINK?

This is your chance to share your opinions, make connections, and apply what you've learned!

1. If the capital city was to be moved again, where do you think the best location would be? Provide three strong reasons for your response.

2. Why do you think the current site of Washington, D.C., was a good choice for the location of our nation's capital?

3. Evaluate the positives and negatives for locating our nation’s capital where it is currently located.

4. Do you think L’Enfant deserves praise for his contributions to the creation of our nation’s capital? Why or why not?
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