
DEFINE THE PROJECT BEING CONSIDERED
• Obtain a written overview of the proposed project.

• Meet with plant staff to discuss the project details and 
the purpose of the assessment.

• Eliminate the project as a 
modification if it is routine 
maintenance repair and 
replacement (RMRR) or has 
no effect on emissions. 

• Non-RMRR physical or 
operational changes that 
result in an emission increase 
are considered a modification 
and may require a permit.

• Proceed to Step 3 to 
determine whether a 
permitting review process 
is triggered and to estimate 
the cost implications.  

DOCUMENT AND DECIDE
• Determine whether the benefits of the desired 

plant project are worth the cost of getting a permit. 

• Document all steps for utility's records.

DETERMINE IF 
EMISSIONS ARE 
AFFECTED

CONDUCT A DETAILED ANALYSIS TO DETERMINE: 

• Whether the modification will trigger
 major permitting  

• The level of permitting triggered  

• Requirements for the permitting process 

• Additional costs to the project for controls or monitoring

• Permitting schedule

• Options (and associated drawbacks) to avoid the 
permitting process and costs. 
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Today, many electrical generating utilities are striving to improve the efficiency and 

operating flexibility of their existing plants through implementation of various changes. 

These projects may trigger air permitting requirements, which need to be identified 

and budgeted prior to initiation. This flow chart can serve as a guide for the steps 

needed to determine the air quality permitting implications for your next project.  
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HOW TO ASSESS AIR QUALITY 
IMPLICATIONS

FOR MORE ABOUT THIS TOPIC,
check out Brian’s article “Making Your 
Generating Unit More Grid-Friendly: 
Check the Air Quality Box”

http://www.powereng.com/insights/making-your-generating-unit-more-grid-friendly-check-the-air-quality-box/?utm_source=pdf&utm_campaign=ENV_CurrentsW20

