
From the air we breathe to the water we drink and the food we eat, nature provides the
essentials we all rely on for our survival and well-being, including crucial economic, health,
cultural and spiritual benefits. However, systematic disregard for the environment and the
rapid loss of biodiversity have pushed the natural world to its limits. They helped trigger a
planetary health crisis, placing human health and livelihoods of current and future
generations at risk. 

Continued loss of nature threatens not only over half the global GDP, but also our
opportunities to reduce poverty and address social and gender inequalities. The loss of
biodiversity and growing scarcity of natural resources, including through the expansion of
unsustainable resource extraction, and sometimes exacerbated by armed conflict, undermine
human security and often lead to human rights abuses, including gender-based violence and
violence against Indigenous Peoples and environmental defenders.

In the context of our dangerously unbalanced relationship with the planet, halting and
rapidly reversing the loss of biodiversity to secure a nature-positive world by 2030 will also
help avoid future global pandemics, fight climate change and land degradation, and
enhance environmental security. It will also directly contribute to upholding human rights,
including children’s rights, to adequate food, health, water and a healthy environment.

Reversing nature loss and addressing structural inequalities is therefore a moral
responsibility. We must uphold nature’s spiritual, artistic and inherent values and rights of
cultures, faiths and communities, and recognize the past and current contributions of
Indigenous Peoples who have conserved much of the remaining biodiversity.

As non-state actors, we are deeply concerned at the lack of ambition among the
government parties negotiating the first draft of the Convention on Biological Diversity’s
(CBD) post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework (GBF) to effectively address the nature
crisis. We all need and demand a strong Framework. One which acts upon commitments
made in the Leaders Pledge for Nature and the G7 2030 Nature Compact Communiqué to
reverse biodiversity loss by 2030.

© Karine Aigner/WWF-US 

SECURE AN EQUITABLE, NATURE POSITIVE, 
NET ZERO EMISSIONS WORLD



Non-State Actors' Call for Governments to Strengthen

the Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework

https://www.weforum.org/reports/nature-risk-rising-why-the-crisis-engulfing-nature-matters-for-business-and-the-economy
https://cdn2.hubspot.net/hubfs/4783129/WWF%20COVID19%20URGENT%20CALL%20TO%20PROTECT%20PEOPLE%20AND%20NATURE.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/documents/2019-030-En.pdf
https://www.childrenvironment.org/blog/a-joint-call-to-action
https://www.weacreationcare.org/faith-biodiversity-call-to-action
https://www.leaderspledgefornature.org/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/50363/g7-2030-nature-compact-pdf-120kb-4-pages-1.pdf


Including a nature-positive mission that commits the world to reverse biodiversity loss
and improve the state of nature by 2030, against a 2020 baseline.
Ensuring rights-based approaches: guaranteeing human rights, including safeguarding
human rights defenders, gender equality, Indigenous Peoples and local community
rights, intergenerational equity, and recognizing children as equal stakeholders,
ensuring their effective participation in decision-making processes. 
Ensuring rights-based approaches to nature-based solutions and to conserving 30% of
land, freshwater, and seas by 2030.
Directly tackling the drivers of nature loss - including unsustainable agricultural and
food systems, forestry, fisheries, infrastructure, and extractives practices - by securing
a just and sustainable transition that halves the impact of all that society produces and
consumes by 2030. 
Committing adequate financial resources from all sources, and their appropriate
allocation, including by eliminating all harmful subsidies by 2030.  Aligning all public and
private financial flows to a nature-positive world.
Securing a strong, effective, inclusive and transparent implementation mechanism that
prioritizes bottom-up over top-down approaches, and that will allow for a ratcheting up
of action over time. 

Therefore, we are calling on government parties to strengthen the first draft of the
Global Biodiversity Framework ahead of CBD CoP 15 in Kunming to secure a nature-
positive world by 2030, in support of climate action and the Sustainable Development
Goals by:
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List of signatories
Artists
Anne-Marie Melster, Co-Founder & Executive Director, ARTPORT Making Waves
Mark Deputter, Coordinator, ACT - Art, Climate, Transition 
Susan Norton, Executive Director, International League of Conservation Photographers
Eva Hermes, President, L'Espace Enchanté
Cristina Mittermeier, Co-Founder and President, Only One and SeaLegacy 

Business Coalitions
Eva Zabey, Chief Executive Officer, Business for Nature Coalition
Peter Bakker, President and Chief Executive Officer, WBCSD

Climate Organisations
Christian Lüthi, Climate Alliance Switzerland
Markus Keller, Chief Executive Officer and Christina Marchand, President, Fossil Free CH
James Lloyd, Director, Nature4Climate
Angela Frimberger, Board Member, Veterinarians for Climate Action

Development & Humanitarian Organisations 
Marie-Pierre Caley, Chief Executive Officer, ACTED
Julia Sánchez, Secretary General, ActionAid International
Frank Eyhorn, Chief Executive Officer, Biovision Foundation
Sofia Sprechmann, Secretary General, CARE International
Doug Weir, Research and Policy Director, Conflict and Environment Observatory
Gunhild A. Stordalen, Founder and Executive Chair, EAT
Lawrence Haddad, Executive Director, GAIN
Melchior Lengsfeld, Executive Director, Helvetas
Andrew Norton, Director, International Institute for Environment and Development
David Miliband, President and Chief Executive Officer, International Rescue Committee
Phil Lynch, Executive Director, International Service for Human Rights
Adedoyin Adeleke, Executive Director, International Support Network for African Development 
Diana H. Wall, Professor and Science Chair, Global Soil Biodiversity Initiative 
Chris Jochnick, President and Chief Executive Officer, Landesa
Sasha Bezuhanova, Founder and Chair, Move.BG Foundation Bulgaria
Marco Desalvo, President, New Humanity 
Gabriela Bucher, Executive Director, Oxfam International
Sarah Roberts, Chief Executive Officer, Practical Action
Inger Ashing, Chief Executive Officer, Save the Children International
Ombeni Simon Hingi, Executive Director, Tanzania Welfare and Environmental Safeguarding
Organization
Phillip Goodwin, Chief Executive Officer, VSO International
Tim Wainwright, Chief Executive Officer, WaterAid
Mathias Mogge, Chief Executive Officer, Welthungerhilfe
Andrew Morley, Chief Executive, World Vision International

http://move.bg/


List of signatories (continued)
Environment Organisations
Arend de Haas, Executive Director, African Conservation Foundation
Jan Creamer, President, Animal Defenders International
Patricia Zurita, Chief Executive Officer, Birdlife International
Lotta Berg, President, Birdlife Sweden
Martin Lok, Executive Director, Capitals Coalition
Kathy Steiner, Managing Director, Casafair
M. Sanjayan, Chief Executive Officer, Conservation International 
Josue Aruna, Executive Director, Congo Basin Conservation Society
Steven Galster, Co-Chair, EndPandemics Campaign
Leda Huta, Executive Director, Endangered Species Coalition
Ariana Day Yuen, Founder & CEO, Forested Foods
Veronika Pantillon, Project Manager, HabitatDurable
Elizabeth Gray, Chief Executive Officer, National Audubon Society
Rebecca Hubbard, Program Director, Only Fish
Samuel S. Myers, Director, Planetary Health Alliance
Ernesto Herrera Guerra, Director General, Reforestamos México, A.C.
Beccy Speight, Chief Executive Officer, RSPB
Cathy Mboyangawo, President, Société Civile Environnementale et Agro-Rurale du Congo
Jennifer Morris, Chief Executive Officer, The Nature Conservancy
Sharon L. Wallenberg, Founder, Vegan International
Marie-Noelle Keijzer, Chief Executive Officer, WeForest
Jane Madgwick, Chief Executive Officer, Wetlands International 
Cristián Samper, President and CEO, Wildlife Conservation Society
Chris Butler-Stroud, Chief Executive, Whale and Dolphin Conservation
Marco Lambertini, Director General, WWF International
Jodi Hilty, President and Chief Scientist, Yellowstone to Yukon Conservation Initiative
Otto Simonett, Director, Zoï Environment Network
Dominic Jermey, Director General, Zoological Society of London
James Alexander, Co-founder, #VoiceForThePlanet

Faith-Based Organisations
Simon N. Stuart, Executive Director, A Rocha International
Jack Palmer-White, Permanent Representative to the UN, Anglican Consultative Council
Shaykh Sultan Niaz ul Hassan, Chairman, Bahu Trust
Gopal D. Patel, Co-Founder and Director, Bhumi Global
Sister Jayanti Kirpalani, Director, Brahma Kumaris
Debra Boudreaux, Executive Vice President, Buddhist Tzu Chi Foundation
Karenna Gore, Founder and Director, Center for Earth Ethics
Father Joseph Emmanuel Kakule Vyakuno, Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human Development
in Vatican 
Arthur Lyon Dahl, President, International Environment Forum
Husna Ahmad OBE, Chief Executive Officer, Global One 2015
Gauranga Das, Director, Govardhan Ecovillage
Rev. Fletcher Harper, Executive Director, Green Faith
Janet Palafox, Representative to the United Nations, Institute of the Blessed Virgin Mary



List of signatories (continued)
Faith-Based Organisations (continued)
Rev. Jungbae Lee, Standing-Representative, Inter-Religious Climate and Ecology Network
Fazlun Khalid, Founder and Director, Islamic Foundation for Ecology and Environmental Sciences
Muhammad Shafiq, Executive Director, Islamic Help
Imam Qari Asim MBE, Chairman, Mosques and Imams National Advisory Board
Kurt Zaugg-Ott, Managing Director, oeku Churches for the Environment
Nitin Ajmera, Chair of the Board of Trustees, Parliament of the World's Religions
Talia Chain, Chief Executive Officer, Sadeh
Teresa Kotturan, NGO Representative at the UN, Sisters of Charity Federation
Blair A. R. Nelsen, Representative to the United Nations, Sisters of St. Joseph of Peace
Sofia Fonseca, Chief Executive Officer, Teiduma Consultancy on Heritage and Culture
Alison Van Dyk, Chief Executive Officer, Temple of Understanding
Imam Sayed Ali Abbas Razawi, Chief Imam and Director-General, The Scottish Ahlul Bayt Society
Br. Kevin Cawley, Executive Director, Thomas Berry Forum for Ecological Dialogue at Iona College
Bishop William Swing, Founder, United Religions Initiative
Blair A. R. Nelsen, Executive Director, Waterspirit 

Indigenous Peoples & Local Communities
Kamal Kumar Rai, Chair for Research and Conservation Advocacy, Indigenous Knowledge and
Peoples Networks Society for Wetland Biodiversity Conservation Nepal, Federation of Kirant
Yolanda Teran, Coordinator, Indigenous Women Network on Biodiversity from Latin America and
the Caribbean
Balkisou Buba, National President, Indigenous Peoples and Sustainable Development, Cameroon

Local & Regional Governments
Gino Van Begin, Secretary General, ICLEI - Local Governments for Sustainability

Women's Organisations
Susan Bazilli, Director, International Women's Rights Project
Nicole de Paula, Executive Director and Founder, Women Leaders for Planetary Health
Ariette Brouwer, Managing Director, Simavi
Wendy Stephenson, Chief Executive Officer, TreeSisters 
Antoinette Vermilye, Elise Buckle, Bianca Pitt, Co-Founders, She Changes Climate

Youth Organisations
Alexandra Fiedler & Julia Balasch, Representatives, Austria Global Youth Biodiversity Network
Melvin Flores, Representative, Global Youth Action Team
Dobo Topo Aime, Coordinator, Ivory Coast Youth Biodiversity Network
Rocío Sancha Madrigal, Executive Director, Tremendas
Ahmad Alhendawi, Secretary General, World Organization of the Scout Movement
Carlos Madjri Sanvee, Secretary General, World YMCA
Maurice Gathu Munga, Chief Executive Officer and Founder, Youth For Community Development
Maurice Munga, Coordinator, Youth For Our Planet Africa


