
About Nextech AR Solutions

MBE, The Massachusetts Black Expo - Nov. 13-15, 2020
is a one-of-a-kind annual event that brings together Black business owners and en-
trepreneurs, thought leaders, and Black communities of the entire African diaspora in 
Massachusetts. 

The event features plenary sessions and workshops on crucial topics and gives busi-
ness owners the opportunity to showcase their goods and/or services to institutional 
decision-makers, procurement officers, and potential new customers. An opportunity 
for participants to engage and learn from one another. 

The goals of the MBE include highlighting Black businesses from all industries in the 
Commonwealth, connecting them with procurement opportunities in the private and 
public sectors, sharing resources that help grow emerging or existing businesses, and 
creating an ecosystem of Black entrepreneurship.

The annual event is organized by the Black Economic Council of Massachusetts  
(BECMA) and supported by important community partners and stakeholders.

The mission of BECMA is to ad-
vance the economic well-being of 
Black businesses, organizations that 
serve the Black community and 
Black residents of Massachusetts.

BECMA created a Council rather 
than a Chamber because it needs 
the whole community at all levels 
(individuals, students, small and 
large businesses/organizations and 
corporate partners) to galvanize, 
organize, educate, agitate and 
communicate as needed to ensure 
its collective success!

Founded:  2015
Members: 300

www.becma.org

The Challenge
No organization was spared when COVID-19 hit earlier this year, and al-
though we hoped for life to go back to normal by the end of 2020, there’s still a 
long way ahead of us until that happens. Some decided to wait it out, whereas  
others are enduring through the crisis to the best of their abilities.

The Black Economic Council of Massachusetts (BECMA) certainly understood that 
even though MBE could not take place in a physical setting as initially intended, it didn’t 
mean it had to be cancelled altogether. The primary driver for this event is providing 
support and expansion opportunities to minority-owned businesses and 2020 is the 
year when those companies need help more than ever.

And so with two months until the tradeshow, the search for the perfect virtual platform 
began for its consecutive second year. It was extremely important for BECMA to create 
a digital experience as close to the real thing as possible. Live events are about people 
and face-to-face interactions, which bring out a sense of community and mutual sup-
port amongst attendees; essentially, exactly the experience BECMA wanted to create.

About BECMA
Black Economic Council of 
Massachusetts, Inc.

"Because Nextech AR Solutions is a virtual platform, it al-
lowed us to cover the whole state, compared to our previ-
ous in-person events where we faced the issue of leaving 
members out based on our location. Location has always 

been a barrier for members who do not live nearby.

Nextech AR Solutions removed that barrier"
Segun Idowu - Executive Director
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(nextech)  (NEO: NTAR // OTC: 
NEXCF). A leading provider of virtual 
and augmented reality (AR) expe-
rience technologies, and services 
for virtual and hybrid eCommerce, 
education, conferences as well as 
its new Artificial Intelligence (AI) di-
vision.
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The Opportunity/The Future 
Moving forward from MBE, there’s certainly room for more virtual experiences in BECMA arsenal. Although 

the live event back in November 2019 was a huge success, the association felt they only scratched the sur-

face of a wider issue as traveling is a serious barrier when it comes to in-person business gatherings. After all,  

BECMA is a nationwide organization and would love to have the opportunity to support minority-owned companies 

across the whole of the United States.

We take for granted the immense amount of work that goes into making an event 
successful. The fact that Nextech AR Solutions provided so much back-end support 

allowed us to focus on all the other important aspects of the event that, quite frankly, 
would have fallen through the cracks. 

Segun Idowu - Executive Director

The Solution/The Outcome 
Trying to recreate the live experience is no easy task, but in this case, we’re 

pretty confident the InfernoAR platform came very close. The entire three-day 

event was a smooth ride for both, participants on the  

user-friendliness side and organizers on the backend of 

the platform.

“This year, everyone has attended a virtual event  

where a million things go wrong. But, when they came 

to our event with Nextech AR Solutions, they experi-

enced virtually no issues.”

The post-event feedback revealed that attendees felt 

thoroughly engaged and amazed by how professional 

the whole experience was, from the looks and func-

tionality of virtual booths to mainstage presentations. 

The ability to easily access relevant information on each 

booth or book a tour was also noted and very well re-

ceived.

The highlight of the event was undoubtedly the final 

look of the lobby and mainstage, which gave the MBE 

the look of a real conference and a tradeshow. 

“The lobby was the most popular aspect of the design and well-received by 

attendees. Many commented during and after the event saying that the Mass. 

Black Expo was the most professionally done event that they’ve been to all year.” 

What also made the experience like a “life saver” for the team at the BECMA was 

the fact that most of the heavy-lifting was taken care of by the Nextech AR Solu-

tions team, so our team only had to focus on providing the content.

“It was 
Monumental”

Segun


