
Tampa Preparatory School
Summer Reading  -  2021

Summer reading books may be read in either ebook OR print form, as students prefer, unless noted
otherwise.

The following list offers choices among literary works that are contemporary or classic, but all are
relevant to students' lives. While the focus remains on the traditional canon during the school year,
these summer reading choices were selected in the hope that they would resonate with students and
nurture their love of reading.

ENGLISH 7
(Students will read TWO books total)

1. All Middle School book: All grades 6-8 will read the graphic novel New Kid by Jerry Craft.  If you have
already read New Kid, please choose its sequel Class Act.

New Kid, Jerry Craft
“Seventh grader Jordan Banks loves nothing more than drawing cartoons about his life. But instead of sending
him to the art school of his dreams, his parents enroll him in a prestigious private school known for its
academics, where Jordan is one of the few kids of color in his entire grade. As he makes the daily trip from his
Washington Heights apartment to the upscale Riverdale Academy Day School, Jordan soon finds himself torn
between two worlds—and not really fitting into either one. Can Jordan learn to navigate his new school culture
while keeping his neighborhood friends and staying true to himself?” (jerrycraft.com)

Class Act (sequel to New Kid), Jerry Craft
“Eighth grader Drew Ellis is no stranger to the saying ‘You have to work twice as hard to be just as good.’ His
grandmother has reminded him his entire life. But what if he works ten times as hard and still isn’t afforded the
same opportunities that his privileged classmates at the Riverdale Academy Day School take for granted? To
make matters worse, Drew begins to feel as if his good friend Liam might be one of those privileged kids. He
wants to pretend like everything is fine, but it’s hard not to withdraw, and even their mutual friend Jordan
doesn’t know how to keep the group together. As the pressures mount, will Drew find a way to bridge the divide
so he and his friends can truly accept each other? And most important, will he finally be able to accept
himself?” (jerrycraft.com)

2. Choose ONE of the following novels to read:
*These selections were carefully chosen because they parallel important themes that will be studied in
class.  Although the publishers have  marketed them as appropriate for this age group, some of these
choices contain some mature content. If you have any reservations, please do some further reading to
ascertain their suitability for your child. The English Department is happy to suggest alternate readings
as requested.



See You in the Cosmos, Jack Cheng
“11-year-old Alex Petroski loves space and rockets, his mom, his brother, and his dog Carl Sagan—named for
his hero, the real-life astronomer. All he wants is to launch his golden iPod into space the way Carl Sagan (the
man, not the dog) launched his Golden Record on the Voyager spacecraft in 1977. From Colorado to New
Mexico, Las Vegas to L.A., Alex records a journey on his iPod to show other lifeforms what life on earth, his
earth, is like. But his destination keeps changing. And the funny, lost, remarkable people he meets along the
way can only partially prepare him for the secrets he’ll uncover—from the truth about his long-dead dad to the
fact that, for a kid with a troubled mom and a mostly not-around brother, he has way more family than he ever
knew.

Jack Cheng’s debut is full of joy, optimism, determination, and unbelievable heart. To read the first page is to
fall in love with Alex and his view of our big, beautiful, complicated world. To read the last is to know he and his
story will stay with you a long, long time” (Amazon).

Prairie Lotus, Linda Sue Park
“Prairie Lotus is a powerful, touching, multilayered book about a girl determined to fit in and realize her dreams:
getting an education, becoming a dressmaker in her father’s shop, and making at least one friend. Acclaimed,
award-winning author Linda Sue Park has placed a young half-Asian girl, Hanna, in a small town in America’s
heartland, in 1880. Hanna’s adjustment to her new surroundings, which primarily means negotiating the
townspeople’s almost unanimous prejudice against Asians, is at the heart of the story. Narrated by Hanna, the
novel has poignant moments yet sparkles with humor, introducing a captivating heroine whose wry, observant
voice will resonate with readers”. Afterword. (qtd from Amazon).

When You Trap A Tiger, Tae Keller
“Some stories refuse to stay bottled up...

When Lily and her family move in with her sick grandmother, a magical tiger straight out of her halmoni's
Korean folktales arrives, prompting Lily to unravel a secret family history. Long, long ago, Halmoni stole
something from the tigers. Now they want it back. And when one of the tigers approaches Lily with a
deal--return what her grandmother stole in exchange for Halmoni's health--Lily is tempted to agree. But deals
with tigers are never what they seem! With the help of her sister and her new friend Ricky, Lily must find her
voice...and the courage to face a tiger” (Amazon).

The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, Mark Twain
“Whether forming a pirate gang to search for buried treasure or spending a quiet time at home, sharing his
medicine with Aunt Polly's cat, the irrepressible Tom Sawyer evokes the world of boyhood in nineteenth
century rural America. In this classic story, Mark Twain re-created a long-ago world of freshly whitewashed
fences and Sunday school picnics into which sordid characters and violent incidents sometimes intruded. The
tale powerfully appeals to both adult and young imaginations. Readers explore this memorable setting with a
slyly humorous born storyteller as their guide” (Amazon).


