
Tampa Preparatory School
Summer Reading  -  2021

Summer reading books may be read in either ebook OR print form, as students prefer, unless noted
otherwise.

The following list offers choices among literary works that are contemporary or classic, but all are
relevant to students' lives. While the focus remains on the traditional canon during the school year,
these summer reading choices were selected in the hope that they would resonate with students and
nurture their love of reading.

ENGLISH 6
(Students will read TWO books total)

1. All Middle School book: All grades 6-8 will read the graphic novel New Kid by Jerry Craft.  If you have
already read New Kid, please choose its sequel Class Act.

New Kid, Jerry Craft
“Seventh grader Jordan Banks loves nothing more than drawing cartoons about his life. But instead of sending
him to the art school of his dreams, his parents enroll him in a prestigious private school known for its
academics, where Jordan is one of the few kids of color in his entire grade. As he makes the daily trip from his
Washington Heights apartment to the upscale Riverdale Academy Day School, Jordan soon finds himself torn
between two worlds—and not really fitting into either one. Can Jordan learn to navigate his new school culture
while keeping his neighborhood friends and staying true to himself?” (jerrycraft.com)

Class Act (sequel to New Kid), Jerry Craft
“Eighth grader Drew Ellis is no stranger to the saying ‘You have to work twice as hard to be just as good.’ His
grandmother has reminded him his entire life. But what if he works ten times as hard and still isn’t afforded the
same opportunities that his privileged classmates at the Riverdale Academy Day School take for granted? To
make matters worse, Drew begins to feel as if his good friend Liam might be one of those privileged kids. He
wants to pretend like everything is fine, but it’s hard not to withdraw, and even their mutual friend Jordan
doesn’t know how to keep the group together. As the pressures mount, will Drew find a way to bridge the divide
so he and his friends can truly accept each other? And most important, will he finally be able to accept
himself?” (jerrycraft.com)

2. Choose ONE of the following novels to read:

A Wish in the Dark, Christina Soontornvat
“All light in Chattana is created by one man — the Governor, who appeared after the Great Fire to bring peace
and order to the city. For Pong, who was born in Namwon Prison, the magical lights represent freedom, and he
dreams of the day he will be able to walk among them. But when Pong escapes from prison, he realizes that
the world outside is no fairer than the one behind bars. The wealthy dine and dance under bright orb light,
while the poor toil away in darkness. Worst of all, Pong’s prison tattoo marks him as a fugitive who can never



be truly free.

Nok, the prison warden’s perfect daughter, is bent on tracking Pong down and restoring her family’s good
name. But as Nok hunts Pong through the alleys and canals of Chattana, she uncovers secrets that make her
question the truths she has always held dear. Set in a Thai-inspired fantasy world, Christina Soontornvat’s twist
on Victor Hugo’s Les Misérables is a dazzling, fast-paced adventure that explores the difference between law
and justice — and asks whether one child can shine a light in the dark” (Amazon).

Clean Getaway, Nic Stone
“How to Go on an Unplanned Road Trip with Your Grandma:
Grab a Suitcase: Prepacked from the big spring break trip that got CANCELLED.
Fasten Your Seatbelt: G'ma's never conventional, so this trip won't be either.
Use the Green Book: G'ma's most treasured possession. It holds history, memories, and most important, the
way home. What Not to Bring: A Cell Phone: Avoid contact with Dad at all costs. Even when G'ma starts acting
stranger than usual.

Set against the backdrop of the segregation history of the American South, take a trip with this New York
Times bestseller and an eleven-year-old boy who is about to discover that the world hasn't always been a
welcoming place for kids like him, and things aren't always what they seem--his G'ma included” (Amazon).

The Unsung Hero of Birdsong, USA, Brenda Woods
“For Gabriel Haberlin, life seems pretty close to perfect in the small southern town of Birdsong, USA. But on his
twelfth birthday, his point of view begins to change. It all starts when he comes face-to-face with one of the
worst drivers in town while riding his new bicycle--an accident that would have been tragic if Mr. Meriwether
Hunter hadn't been around to push him out of harm's way.

After the accident, Gabriel and Meriwether become friends when they both start working at Gabriel's dad's auto
shop, and Meriwether lets a secret slip: He served in the army's all-black 761st Tank Battalion in World War II.
Soon Gabriel learns why it's so dangerous for Meriwether to talk about his heroism in front of white people, and
Gabriel's eyes are finally opened to the hard truth about Birdsong--and his understanding of what it means to
be a hero will never be the same” (Amazon).

Becoming Muhammad Ali, James Patterson and Kwame Alexander
“Before he was a household name, Cassius Clay was a kid with struggles like any other. Kwame Alexander
and James Patterson join forces to vividly depict his life up to age seventeen in both prose and verse, including
his childhood friends, struggles in school, the racism he faced, and his discovery of boxing. Readers will learn
about Cassius' family and neighbors in Louisville, Kentucky, and how, after a thief stole his bike, Cassius
began training as an amateur boxer at age twelve. Before long, he won his first Golden Gloves bout and began
his transformation into the unrivaled Muhammad Ali.

Fully authorized by and written in cooperation with the Muhammad Ali estate, and vividly brought to life by
Dawud Anyabwile's dynamic artwork, Becoming Muhammad Ali captures the budding charisma and youthful
personality of one of the greatest sports heroes of all time” (Amazon)


