
Tampa Preparatory School
Summer Reading  -  2021

Summer reading books may be read in either ebook OR print form, as students prefer, unless noted
otherwise.

The following list offers choices among literary works that are contemporary or classic, but all are
relevant to students' lives. While the focus remains on the traditional canon during the school year,
these summer reading choices were selected in the hope that they would resonate with students and
nurture their love of reading.

ENGLISH 12/AP  English Literature and Composition
(Students will read THREE books and TWO short stories total)

Read and annotate ALL texts in preparation for Harkness discussions on each. Please ANNOTATE
extensively in these texts; these annotations will be part of your summer reading grades. This means I
expect you to go well beyond simply highlighting and/or underlining passages. I would like you to
summarize, respond to, and reflect on the texts as you read them. These annotations should include -
but aren’t limited to - your response to the development of characters, the plot, and emerging themes,
as well identifying and reflecting on the writer’s choices in structure, style, and use of literary terms.

Remember, too, to fill out this FORM once you’ve selected your books.

1. Click on THIS LINK for instructions about your short story assignment.

2. Read ONE of the following biographies.

Mountains Beyond Mountains: The Quest of Dr. Paul Farmer, A Man Who Cure the World, Tracy Kidder
“Kidder tells the true story of a gifted man who is in love with the world and has set out to do all he can to cure
it.
At the center of Mountains Beyond Mountains stands Paul Farmer. Doctor, Harvard professor, renowned
infectious-disease specialist, anthropologist, the recipient of a MacArthur "genius" grant, world-class Robin
Hood, Farmer was brought up in a bus and on a boat, and in medical school found his life's calling: to diagnose
and cure infectious diseases and to bring the lifesaving tools of modern medicine to those who need them
most. This magnificent book shows how radical change can be fostered in situations that seem
insurmountable, and it also shows how a meaningful life can be created, as Farmer--brilliant, charismatic,
charming, both a leader in international health and a doctor who finds time to make house calls in Boston and
the mountains of Haiti--blasts through convention to get results” (Amazon).

The Woman Who Smashed Codes: A True Story of Love, Spies, and the Unlikely Heroine Who
Outwitted America’s Enemies, Jason Fagone
“...Jason Fagone chronicles the life of this extraordinary woman who played an integral role in our nation’s
history—from the Great War to the Cold War. He traces Elizebeth’s developing career through World War I,
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Prohibition, and the struggle against fascism. She helped catch gangsters and smugglers, exposed a Nazi spy
ring in South America, and fought a clandestine battle of wits against Hitler’s Reich, cracking multiple versions
of the Enigma machine used by German operatives to conceal their communications. And through it all, she
served as muse to her husband, a master of puzzles, who astonished friends and foes alike. Inside an army
vault in Washington, he worked furiously to break Purple, the Japanese version of Enigma—and eventually
succeeded, at a terrible cost to his personal life” (Amazon).

The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot
“Her name was Henrietta Lacks, but scientists know her as HeLa. She was a poor Southern tobacco farmer
who worked the same land as her slave ancestors, yet her cells—taken without her knowledge—became one
of the most important tools in medicine: The first “immortal” human cells grown in culture, which are still alive
today, though she has been dead for more than sixty years. HeLa cells were vital for developing the polio
vaccine; uncovered secrets of cancer, viruses, and the atom bomb’s effects; helped lead to important advances
like in vitro fertilization, cloning, and gene mapping; and have been bought and sold by the billions.

Yet Henrietta Lacks remains virtually unknown, buried in an unmarked grave.

Henrietta’s family did not learn of her “immortality” until more than twenty years after her death, when scientists
investigating HeLa began using her husband and children in research without informed consent. And though
the cells had launched a multimillion-dollar industry that sells human biological materials, her family never saw
any of the profits. As Rebecca Skloot so brilliantly shows, the story of the Lacks family—past and present—is
inextricably connected to the dark history of experimentation on African Americans, the birth of bioethics, and
the legal battles over whether we control the stuff we are made of.

Over the decade it took to uncover this story, Rebecca became enmeshed in the lives of the Lacks
family—especially Henrietta’s daughter Deborah. Deborah was consumed with questions: Had scientists
cloned her mother? Had they killed her to harvest her cells? And if her mother was so important to medicine,
why couldn’t her children afford health insurance?

Intimate in feeling, astonishing in scope, and impossible to put down, The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks
captures the beauty and drama of scientific discovery, as well as its human consequences” (Amazon).

3. Read ONE of the following contemporary selections.

Purple Hibiscus by Chimanada Ngozi Adichie
“Fifteen-year-old Kambili’s world is circumscribed by the high walls and frangipani trees of her family
compound. Her wealthy Catholic father, under whose shadow Kambili lives, while generous and politically
active in the community, is repressive and fanatically religious at home.

When Nigeria begins to fall apart under a military coup, Kambili’s father sends her and her brother away to stay
with their aunt, a University professor, whose house is noisy and full of laughter. There, Kambili and her brother
discover a life and love beyond the confines of their father’s authority.

The visit will lift the silence from their world and, in time, give rise to devotion and defiance that reveal
themselves in profound and unexpected ways. This is a book about the promise of freedom; about the blurred



lines between childhood and adulthood; between love and hatred; between the old gods and the new”
(chimamanda.com).

The Song of Achilles by Madeline Miller
“Greece in the age of Heroes. Patroclus, an awkward young prince, has been exiled to the kingdom of Phthia.
Here he is nobody, just another unwanted boy living in the shadow of King Peleus and his golden son, Achilles.

Achilles, “best of all the Greeks,” is everything Patroclus is not—strong, beautiful, the child of a goddess—and
by all rights their paths should never cross. Yet one day, Achilles takes the shamed prince under his wing and
soon their tentative connection gives way to a steadfast friendship. As they grow into young men skilled in the
arts of war and medicine, their bond blossoms into something far deeper—despite the displeasure of Achilles’
mother Thetis, a cruel sea goddess with a hatred of mortals.

Fate is never far from the heels of Achilles. When word comes that Helen of Sparta has been kidnapped, the
men of Greece are called upon to lay siege to Troy in her name. Seduced by the promise of a glorious destiny,
Achilles joins their cause. Torn between love and fear for his friend, Patroclus follows Achilles into war, little
knowing that the years that follow will test everything they have learned, everything they hold dear. And that,
before he is ready, he will be forced to surrender his friend to the hands of Fate.

Profoundly moving and breathtakingly original, this rendering of the epic Trojan War is a dazzling feat of the
imagination, a devastating love story, and an almighty battle between gods and kings, peace and glory,
immortal fame and the human heart” (madelinemiller.com).

There, There by Tommy Orange
Tommy Orange’s wondrous and shattering novel follows twelve characters from Native communities: all
traveling to the Big Oakland Powwow, all connected to one another in ways they may not yet realize. Among
them is Jacquie Red Feather, newly sober and trying to make it back to the family she left behind. Dene
Oxendene, pulling his life together after his uncle’s death and working at the powwow to honor his memory.
Fourteen-year-old Orvil, coming to perform traditional dance for the very first time. Together, this chorus of
voices tells of the plight of the urban Native American—grappling with a complex and painful history, with an
inheritance of beauty and spirituality, with communion and sacrifice and heroism. Hailed as an instant classic,
There There is at once poignant and unflinching, utterly contemporary and truly unforgettable” ( Penguin
Random House Publishing).

4. Read ONE of the following classic selections.

The Awakening by Kate Chopin
“With its forthright treatment of sex and depression, The Awakening, first published in 1899, was so shocking to
turn-of-the-century readers that it was neglected for decades. Rediscovered in the 1960s, this brief, beautiful
novel is considered a landmark of early feminism. It is the story of Edna Pontellier, a twenty-eight-year-old wife
and mother of two who—with devastating consequences—rejects her conventional married life for a
transgressive path of self-discovery.

Edna is vacationing with her husband and children on the Louisiana Gulf Coast when she meets and falls in
love with the passionate, impulsive Robert Lebrun. Afterward, Edna can no longer find meaning and



satisfaction in her comfortable domestic life and moves out, alone. Her tragic quest for personal, creative, and
erotic freedom is at the heart of this now-classic novel which captures women’s desires with extraordinary
frankness, sympathy, and intensity” (penguinrandomhouse.com).

Dracula by Bram Stoker
“Acting on behalf of his firm of solicitors, Jonathan Harker travels to the Carpathian Mountains to finalize the
sale of England's Carfax Abbey to Transylvanian noble Count Dracula. Little does he realize that, in doing so,
he endangers all that he loves. For Dracula is one of the Un-dead—a centuries-old vampire who sleeps by day
and stalks by night, feasting on the blood of his helpless victims. Once on English soil, the count sets his sights
on Jonathan's circle of associates, among them his beloved wife Mina. To thwart Dracula's evil designs,
Jonathan and his friends will have to accept as truth the most preposterous superstitions concerning vampires,
and in the company of legendary vampire hunter Abraham Van Helsing, embark on an unholy adventure for
which even their worst nightmares have not prepared them” (Barnes & Noble).

The Picture of Dorian Gray by Oscar Wilde
“In this celebrated work, his only novel, Wilde forged a devastating portrait of the effects of evil and debauchery
on a young aesthete in late-19th-century England. Combining elements of the Gothic horror novel and
decadent French fiction, the book centers on a striking premise: As Dorian Gray sinks into a life of crime and
gross sensuality, his body retains perfect youth and vigor while his recently painted portrait grows day by day
into a hideous record of evil, which he must keep hidden from the world. For over a century, this mesmerizing
tale of horror and suspense has enjoyed wide popularity. It ranks as one of Wilde's most important creations
and among the classic achievements of its kind” (Amazon).


