






















The following types of import declarations can be pre-lodged: 

• A standard full import declaration

• A Simplified Frontier Declaration (SFD) under CFSP which needs to be followed by a

supplementary declaration by the 4th working day of the following month. Instead of pre-lodging a 

simplified frontier declaration, an importer can just record the details of the goods entering the UK 

in its own system. This is the CFSP/EIDR procedure, which also requires presentation of a 

supplementary declaration by the 4th working day of the following month. To use either the 

CFSP/SDF or the CFSP/EIDR procedure, one needs the appropriate authorisation from HMRC. 

PORT OPERATOR RESPONSIBILITIES 

Port operators that adopt the pre-lodgement model are responsible for ensuring goods are not 

allowed to arrive at that location without a pre-lodged declaration and taking reasonable steps to 

make sure goods identified as needing checks are controlled upon arrival. 

CARRIER RESPONSIBILITIES 

Carriers (ferry or shuttle train operators) at locations which use the pre-lodgement model will be 

required to: 

• Capture and check the Goods Movement Reference (GMR). GM Rs can be generated up to 

28 days in advance and updates can be made up to the point of check-in. 

• Refuse boarding to any vehicles that have an invalid GMR.

• Verify at check-in that the vehicle registration number (VRN) for accompanied movements or

trailer registration number (TRN) for unaccompanied movements matches the reference entered 

into the GMR. 

• Request the haulier to amend the GVMS before the vehicle/trailer is allowed

on board if the VRN or TRN are missing or incorrect. 
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/list-of-ports-using-the-goods-vehicle-movement-service
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