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AVOIDING THE RIGHT TURN SQUEEZE
A right-turn squeeze crash can occur when a truck driver swings out 
into the left lane to make more room for a sharp, right-hand turn. In 
doing so, the truck driver leaves too much space between the truck 
and the curb.

A driver behind the truck can mistake this maneuver as the truck 
changing lanes, and accelerate into the open lane even if the truck’s 
turn signal is flashing. As soon as the truck makes its sharp, right-
hand turn, the trailing vehicle gets squeezed under the trailer or 
impacts the side of the truck.

This type of crash can be prevented if truck drivers are able to 
recognize the hazards that increase the risk of a crash and take 
defensive measures to prevent it from happening. Read the 
information below and ask yourself if there are actions you can 
take to improve your driving skills and reduce the risk of a right-turn 
squeeze crash.

RECOGNIZE THE HAZARDS  
AND KNOW THE DEFENCE

ENVIRONMENT
Narrow intersections can make sharp, right-hand turns challenging. 
Drivers behind the truck may mistake the truck swinging out left as a 
lane change and move to the open lane to the right of the truck

EQUIPMENT
If the truck has inoperable turn signals, dirty or obstructed mirrors, or 
no properly adjusted fender-mounted mirrors, managing the space 
around the truck, especially the blind spots, is difficult.

PERSONAL BEHAVIORS
Bad technique is arguably the biggest factor in right-turn crashes. 
When approaching a right turn, the truck driver may fail to activate 
the turn signal, and then swing the truck incorrectly into the left lane 

and bring the rear of the trailer too far from the curb. Also, if the truck 
driver is not using the mirrors properly to manage the space around 
the vehicle, the driver may not see a vehicle moving up on the right 
side or a pedestrian or stationary object near the curb.

USE PROPER TECHNIQUE
•	 When approaching the intersection to turn right:
•	 Move into the far right lane as soon as possible.
•	 Slow down and activate the right turn signal in advance to alert 

other drivers of your intention.
•	 At the intersection, ensure there is ample space to complete the  

right-hand turn. If there is not, continue until a safer location is found.
•	 Keep the rear of the trailer in the far right lane close to the curb.
•	 Do not swing wide left and cross lane dividers.
•	 Use the right side mirrors to ensure no vehicles, pedestrians or 

other obstacles are in your path.
•	 Never back up to complete a turn; wait for cross traffic to clear, 

and then proceed forward.

Note: These lists are not intended to be all-inclusive.



Answers:   
1.  False 
2.  True  
3.  True

Knowledge Verification
Driver’s Name:

Please answer, and forward a completed copy to your Safety Department/Safety Representative.

Date: Witness Name:

Driver’s Signature:
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�At Old Republic Canada, we value safety and education.  

Our online Learning Library is a tool our customers can use to 

enhance their training efforts and keep safety on the forefront of 

their employees’ minds. Below are some additional titles that can 

be accessed on any mobile device, computer, or tablet. Simply go 

to http://orican.infinit-i.net to get started.
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True False
True False
True False

1. When making a right turn, vehicles behind you will always wait? 
2. Before turning, use your lane positioning and signals to alert other road users? 
3. If the turn can not be made safely, find a safer location to turn?

Value-Driving Driving•	 Module 3 - Preventing Lane Change Crashes

Value-Driving Life•	 Preventing Crash-Related Injuries
Driving Skills
•	 Speed and Space Management  - Parts 1-5


