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Purchase Units vs. Allocation Units 

Aspire allows you to estimate materials in one unit of measure and purchase them in another 
unit. For example, I might estimate roundup for jobs in ounces, but order from the vendor in 
one or two gallon containers. In this case, “ounces” represents the allocation units and “one 
gallon” or “two gallons” represent possible options for purchase units. 

Allocation units are used throughout Aspire, including estimates, work ticket allocations and 
inventory. Allocation units are converted and represented as purchase units on purchase 
receipts when ordering material.  When adding items to the item catalog, you should always 
provide a reasonable purchase unit cost – this value should not be left as $0. 

Setting Units for Catalog Items 

When you add an item to the item catalog, you can specify both its allocation and purchase 
units as well as the conversion factor that allows Aspire to convert allocation units to purchase 
units on purchase receipts.  Once an item has been saved to the catalog, you cannot change the 
purchase units or the allocation units.  

• In the Admin screen, go click the Manage Items  icon. 

• Hover over the New  icon and choose the type of item you wish to create. 

• Choose your purchase units (by default purchase and allocation units are the same) 

• Change your allocation units if necessary and specify a conversion factor. For example, 1 

gallon is equal to 128 ounces so, in this case, the conversion factor is 128. 

• Add purchase unit cost. Aspire will calculate the allocation unit cost when you click the 

Save icon. 
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Units on Purchase Receipts 

When adding items to a purchase receipt, the quantities(a) will be displayed in purchase units. 
When you drill in to add or view allocations to specific work tickets (or to inventory), those 
allocations(b) are represented in allocation units. The conversion from allocation units to 
purchase units is summarized at the bottom of the Purchase Allocations screen(c). 

 

Units on Work Ticket 

When you drill into the item costsa from the Work Ticket screen to view the Work Ticket Costs 
screenb, item quantities are displayed in allocation units. 
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