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Daniel Arzola is a visual artist, human rights activist, and lecturer whose
contributions to the LGBTQ community were recognized with the Trailblazer
Honor Award given by Logo TV. The American publication Americas Quarterly

also included Daniel in its list of top 5 influential graphic artists in Latin America.

Daniel popularized the term Artivism as the creator of No Soy Tu Chiste (The I’'m
Not a Joke Project), a series of posters that challenge homophobia and
transphobia. His work has been translated into twenty languages and supported

on social media by the American singer Madonna.




Daniel was commissioned to design the newly created Carlos Jauregui metro station in Buenos Aires.

This project is its first permanent exhibition and the first LGBTQ metro station in Latin America. The

projects spans across fourteen meters high murals, stairs, and balconies allusive to Carlos’s fight for
civil rights and the LGBTQ community.
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Intervention of The Carlos Jauregui Station by Daniel Arzola, Buenos Aires, 2017.




Daniel Arzola has presented his Theory of Artivism in several lectures at
universities in the United States such as Johns Hopkins University, Northwestern
University, and Amherst College; the University of Alberta in Canada; the National
Autonomous University of Mexico and the Simén Bolivar University in Venezuela.
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Daniel Arzola has worked internationally with numerous museums, magazines,
governmental organizations and NGO's. His work includes exhibitions,
workshops and lectures about his theory of Artivism and has been seen in
countries throughout the world including Venezuela, Colombia, Mexico, Chile,
Argentina, Uruguay, the United States, Canada, France, Spain, Sweden,
Switzerland and the Netherlands.
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Daniel Arzola combines modern and traditional art

using digital illustration printed with organic inks on

canvas, posters and murals. The pieces are sold in
exclusive signed and numbered series.
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Artworks by Daniel Arzola in the New York City Subway and Pride, 2017




Mural by Daniel Arzola in Montevideo, 2017




YOUNG, MORMON, AND HOMELESS // THE QUEER TEEN TV REVOLUTION
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Daniel Arzola featured in The Advocate (USA, 2016) and L'Homo magazine (The Netherlands, 2017).

IDENTITY
THROUGH
ARTIVISM

Venezueian artist Daniel Arzola’s latest
work, No Soy Tu Chiste (fm Not a Joke)

BY BRYAN VAN GORDER

AS HE SPOKE, | COULD SEE the sadness
in Dariel Arzolas dark brown eyes. This wes
ot the sadness of 8 relationshvg fust ended
or a recently (o5t pet. it ran much deepor, and
especally on the face of someone 50 yourg. &
€852 2 heaviness ocross his brow. Daniel aed |
were both speaking at a conference in Buenos
Ares. | 53t in on s panel as he talked sbout
hes childhood In Veneaueta and the country’s
culture of viclence and tack of basic human
rights, espocially for its LGBT crizens.

Arzoha, in an offort 0 rakse awareness, had
crooted a graphic campaign titied "No Soy
Tu Chiste (F'm Not 0 Joke).* His “artwvism” (3
portmanteau of ort and octivism he coined
10 Gescribe his work) soon caught the atten-
tion of Madonna. But thes newfound notoriety
came 9t 8 cost: He became the target of
thrests, causing him to flee his home and
Loave ha tamdy behind.

I Apeil. Arzola was planning to traved to
Amherst Colloge's Quoer Resource Center
to exhibit and tiscuss bs work He spoke in
snticipation of the rip.

What prompted you to create the “No Soy
Tu Chiste™ campaign?

Snce | was a toenoger, | had been creating
et with & purpose. | started with poerms,

then photography, and finally Riustration. |
called it “Artivism.” But my story i not very
Giferent than the stories of 5o many gay

and trans Venezuelan poople. | had a diffioult
adotescence whore | was constantly chasod
and bothered. When | was about 15 years old,
rexghbors tied me to an etoctrical post. took
off mry shoes and tried to bum me alive. They
destroyed all my drawings. | escaped. But so
many people don't have the chance 10 €scape.
Theee was 600 guy who couldn't run owdy

e wars gay—his name was Angelo Prado. |
Saw it 00 the nows. What struck me was that,

3 even in this contury, when yo turn on the TV

In Venezueta, if they tatk about LGBT people.,
there & mockory. They are Laughing about the

3 pom of othors. Making us a joke.

teenagers? Adults?
that Verezuel is

Dacoming ncreasngly vio-
teert Sevoral of the guys
who 6 this 1o e are

slroady dead-conflicts
between gangs. | call this.
the history of vioence. If
¥ou 66 ot brewk the cycle
of viclorce. & wil broak you

On October 8, 2013,
Madonna tweeted:

There is 3 website called
AnForfreedom.com where
artwork from arcund the
werld is chosen daly Five
of frine were selected by
puest curator Koty Perry
When Maconna spoke
sbout my work, 30 news sources from around
the world interviewed me. One of those was
RNW [Radio Nethertands Worldwide). Ore
yoor Later, | wirs invited to tell my story at
Amstorgam Pride, and with that, | was ablo 1o
leave Venezuela. | received constant theeats
for my work exposng the Venezuelan state
for its homophobia. | had 10 maie the dech
10N 10 (Bave the country within 15 days. | was
hetped by a group of Dutch activists. My mom
told me goodtye with my Lée-weighng 23
ko3 —packed in & suitcase bound for Hottand

So your famity Is supportive?
My family b5 proud of what | 6o, It was ditficutt
[t Lewve), but now | can help them.

What needs to change in Venezuela? Is it
Just the government?

It would e nave to think that is all the
governenent’s fault. The goverrement & olso
2 rofiection of a thought that reigns in my
country. But this government is totaltarion
and has turned Venezuela into an economic
dosort, without Laws. No fear of kiling,
because impunity rules. | would Uke to return
t0 0 Gtferent Venezuela. Venezuela is a
Country that hurts in the body, Venezueta s
8 wound,

ADvance

NDBU[}YU HAS THE RIGHT

FOR BEING CIFF

‘What are you working Asove: Mo
on now?. Ty Crisse (fm Not
0.Joke), 2013

| have done seven
Rlustrations for It Gets
Better thot can be found
1n 20 languages. Right row, | work for &
local government in Chie, Municipality of
Providencia, | teach aetvism. Im talideng
bout Hrtivis at various unweruties
[including] the Unersity of Alberta in
Canada and [Amberst Colloge]

Have you spoken to or heard from
anyone who has said your work has

had an effect on his or her Ule?

A boy from Colombia, 16 yeors old. Sergo
Urrega, took b e as 3 result of the
harmssment he received at schook from

is teachers. One of the Last things that he
sharod 0 his Facobook wass fmy Campagn.
and one of my quotes: "My sexuality i ret 8
s, it's my own paradse* His mother 0on-
tacted me. and we're now friends. Its 8 story
thot stdl moves me to this day, Yesterday

1 roceived a letter from o boy in Iretand that
olso has Asperger’s syndrome and is gay. He
tedls me that he feit representod in my work
For mo i's 3 honor that someone finds &
horme in my work. @




Venezuelan Artist Daniel Arzola Strengthens LGBT
Identity Through ‘Artivism'’
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This Artist Is Using 'Artivism' To
Break Down Queer Stigma And
Stereotypes

"Mockery is perhaps the most institutionalized form violence that ever

Mashable

Art series breaks LGBTQ stereotypes
with striking illustrations
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These brilliant illustrations are
tackling LGBTQ prejudice, one
stereotype at a time
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this art is no joke i love this @Arzola_d
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Cyndi Lauper and Nancy Pelosi, receiving the Logo Trailblazer Honors next to the work of Daniel Arzola, New york, 2017.




Contad:
arzoladd@gmail.com




