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Wil Zemp is the Senior Vice President for Strategy and Chief of Staff for Southern New Hampshire University. 

Here he leads the strategy & innovation efforts focused on initiatives that expand access to education by 

creating innovative pathways that meet the unique needs of SNHU students. In addition to management of 

the executive agenda and the Office of the President, his portfolio also includes the directorates of 

Government Affairs, Global Engagement, and Diversity & Inclusion. Wil is also an adjunct professor in SNHU’s 

organizational leadership program.   

 

Wil formerly led Army and Joint units at various echelons of command, served as the Chief of Future Warfare 

Concepts, and as the NATO Senior Policy Advisor - International Security Forces – Afghanistan. He has held 

leadership roles in the United States Army, the State Department, and the National Security Staff. Wil retired 

from the US Army as a Colonel in 2014, after serving an over 25-year career in public service. With over ten 

years of Foreign Service, he has been operationally deployed to peacekeeping and security operations in 

Africa, the Caribbean, the Balkans, Russia and Vietnam. He has combat tours in Africa, Afghanistan, and Iraq. 

 

A recipient of the Purple Heart, Wil has been recognized by congressional leaders and testified before the 

Veterans Affairs committee to advocate on behalf of service members on the issues of traumatic brain injury 

and veteran education and employment opportunities.  

 

Wil is a strategist, leadership coach and community leader. Wil still serves as an advisor to leaders in 

Washington on national security topics such as the Islamic State, Afghanistan peace process and weapons 

proliferation. He also provides leadership coaching and social responsibility to rising professional athletes 

in the Boston Area. Active in the community, he serves as an advisor and coach to a number of youth 

academic and athletic organizations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


