
97% of children 
unknowingly left in 
vehicle are age 3 and 
under.As summer heat approaches, an important and unfortunate risk we must become aware of is instances when a young child is accidentally left in a hot car resulting in a fatality. 

Since data has been collected, an average of 39 children die each year in a hot car (1990-2020). In fact, 2018 and 2019 were the worst years with 54 and 53 fatalities, 
respectively. The number of deaths went down in 2020 to 25 fatalities, but this is likely attributed to COVID-19 restrictions, closed childcare facilities and reduced travel.  

The Cause Map™ diagram provides an analysis of some of the common causes of hot car deaths, which is when a child is unintentionally left in a vehicle. Many parents and 
caregivers believe that this could never happen to them. Unfortunately as the Cause Map diagram reveals, a system of causes can combine to create the "perfect storm," 
impacting even the most caring parent or caregiver. By understanding the causes, solutions can be identified to mitigate the risk--in spite of our fallible nature. 
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Possible Solution: Place an object 
you need in the backseat of the car 
with your child such as your shoe, 
computer bag or employee badge.
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system within vehicle.

Evidence: In many instances, something 
is different from the typical routine, which 
contributes to the error.
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Evidence: Many parents think that it is 
unfathomable that they could possibly forget their 
own child was in the car. This false perception 
increases your risk.
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Possible Solution: Ask 
childcare provider to call you 
if the child hasn't arrived as 
scheduled.

of child hot car deaths occur 
when the child is unknowingly 
(accidentally) left in the vehicle.
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Data Source:  All data referenced in this document comes for Kids and Car Safety Database (as of April 2021)
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27-Why Cause Map™Diagram
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"It Could Never Happen to Me"
Analyzing the Unfathomable: Child Accidentally Left in a Hot Car 

Fatality, loss of 
child

Impact to 
Safety

Child accidentally  
left inside hot car

Forgot child was 
inside vehicle

3-Why Cause Map™Diagram

Planned to drop 
child off at 
daycare

AND

Optimism Bias

AND


