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TRAFFICKING IN SIERRA LEONE
Sierra Leone is a source and destination country for men, women,
and children subjected to forced labor and sex trafficking.
Trafficking of children has not been properly understood as a child
protection issue in Sierra Leone. As migration is common and most
people do not know how to recognize trafficking, it is
misunderstood as “normal” migration, particularly when it occurs
within Sierra Leone. However, many of the preconditions for
trafficking exist in Sierra Leone: economic causes (poverty and
material aspiration); political and legal factors (corruption, porous
borders, weak law enforcement); cultural factors (normative
migration, child labor, early marriage, etc.); social conditions
(limited education and violence in the home); and individual
characteristics (rebellion and peer influence). The way children
migrate, regardless of the movement being voluntary or forced,
puts them at high risk of abuse and exploitation.
According to UNICEF, there are 650,000 children in Sierra Leone
who are orphaned or vulnerable and at risk of being trafficked.
Most of the individuals crossing the border are adolescents, and
more girls than boys are reported to travel due to the possibility of
earning a higher income from prostitution. Field reports and
anecdotal incidences suggest that a majority of traffickers are
relatives, friends, or people known to these children.

Sources:
https://sl.usembassy.gov/2017-sierra-leone-trafficking-persons-report/
NGO Complementary Report 2009 - Prepared and Submitted by Child Rights Coalition Sierra Leone to the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child)
https://www.hsph.harvard.edu/news/hsph-in-the-news/ebola-causing-trauma-among-children-families-in-sierra-leone/
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*Global Slavery Index 2018 data. For more information
on their findings, visit GlobalSlaveryIndex.org

LJI GHANA
LJI Ghana was first established in 2019 with transit monitoring on the border of
Ghana and Togo. The team quickly strategized to figure out how to combat child
trafficking on Lake Volta. we identified Kete-Krachi as a strategic position for a
monitoring station, and we resolved to pilot a monitoring station near the ferry
points.
Our Ghana team formulated a plan, and a month later we deployed a team of four
monitors in two locations. Within a month, we had the first intercept, and over the
next six months, the team intercepted over 20 children and helped the authorities
effect two arrests, both leading to convictions.
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