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Traffickers exploit domestic and foreign victims in Bangladesh, and
traffickers exploit victims from Bangladesh abroad. Traffickers exploit
some Bangladeshi men, women, and children who migrate willingly to
work in forced labor in the Middle East and Southeast Asia, especially
Brunei, Malaysia, and the Maldives. Traffickers also exploit Bangladeshis
in forced labor in South Asia, Southern and Eastern Africa, Europe, and
the United States. Many Bangladeshis migrate for work each year
through illegal channels, and traffickers target them. Before departure,
many workers assume debt to pay high recruitment fees, imposed legally
by recruitment agencies belonging to BAIRA and illegally by unlicensed
sub-agents; this places workers at risk of debt-based coercion. Some
recruitment agencies, agents, and employers also commit recruitment
fraud, including contract switching; this includes promising women and
children jobs and then exploiting them in sex trafficking upon arrival. In
recent years, authorities identified more than 100 Bangladeshi male
forced labor victims in construction in Vanuatu, and officials received
thousands of complaints of non-payment of wages and contract
switching among the 30,000 Bangladeshi migrant workers in Brunei.
More than 69,000 of the 234,000 Bangladeshi workers in the Maldives
are undocumented, and some report passport retention, underpayment
or non-payment of wages, and fraudulent recruitment. In Saudi Arabia,
traffickers exploit in labor trafficking a substantial number of the
hundreds of thousands of Bangladeshi female domestic workers. Officials
report that recently approximately 200 domestic workers return to
Bangladesh from Saudi Arabia each month with indicators of forced
labor.
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ESTIMATED NUMBER OF PEOPLE LIVING IN MODERN SLAVERY*

50.05/100
VULNERABILITY TO MODERN SLAVERY*

161,200,886
POPULATION*

$3,587
GDP (PPP)*

*Global Slavery Index 2018 data. For more information 
on their findings, visit GlobalSlaveryIndex.org

Source: U.S. TIP Report



OUR TIMELINE

LJI Ghana was first established in 2019 with transit monitoring on the border of
Ghana and Togo. The team quickly strategized to figure out how to combat child
trafficking on Lake Volta. we identified Kete-Krachi as a strategic position for a
monitoring station, and we resolved to pilot a monitoring station near the ferry
points.
 
Our Ghana team formulated a plan, and a month later we deployed a team of four
monitors in two locations. Within a month, we had the first intercept, and over the
next six months, the team intercepted over 20 children and helped the authorities
effect two arrests, both leading to convictions.
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